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Abstract: Inertial navigation systems utilized in several things wherever the utilization of associate degree 

external relevance measure position is impractical or unreliable. Typical inertial navigation systems utilized in 

physical science and marine applications where extremely advanced items of kit cost accounting thousands of 

dollars. However, inexpensive accelerometers and angular rate sensors (gyros) will be accustomed create a so 

much less correct direction unit. Static tests are carried out to estimate the length of your time over that the 

system are often thought of reliable. The system is found to have an approximate position error of 0.17 m and 

speed error of 0.3 m/s when one second, making it probably helpful for increasing accuracy of a GPS system, 

where typical accuracies are in the one to three meter vary. 
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I. Introduction 
There are several instances wherever it is fascinating to understand the position associate degreed speed 

of an object for functions of navigation or steering. These include unit robots, hikers, land, sea, and air vehicles, 

missiles, and spacecraft [1, 2]. Position information is conjointly used for measuring or mapping, as well as 

remote tracking of position [5, 6]. Methods of activity position and speed are simply as varied. They include 

mounted land references such as beacons, devices measuring motion relative to a mounted medium like the 

bottom, atmosphere, or earth’s magnetic field, and satellite navigation systems like GPS [8, 9 and 11]. Here a 

mechanical phenomenon navigation system is employed. Examples of such applications include submarines, 

which cannot use radio navigation due to water’s opacity to radio waves, and are a distinguished early example 

of mechanical phenomenon navigation [10, 12]. In cities and other obstacle- wealthy environments, a GPS 

signal can be quite troublesome to get, which impedes GPS navigation by automotive. There have been claims 

that a quadratic model can improve readings [3], but for this detector the quadratic term was found to be 

insignificant. One of the inspirations for this paper was a piece of writing called Navigating town in GPS World 

[4]. A very meticulous style that used a poster MEMS mechanical phenomenon measuring system achieved 

around one metric linear unit error in five minutes [7]. 

 

II. Literature Survey 
A mechanical phenomenon navigation system uses 2 kinds of sensors known as accelerometers and 

gyros to live its motion parameters. A prototypical measuring device contains a mass suspended on a spring; 

with some way of measuring the extent to that the spring is compressed. A force is transmitted to the mass 

through the spring, causing the spring to stretch or contract when the accelerometer’s body is accelerated. This 

can then be measured, and results in a worth proportional to the accelerometer’s acceleration. A gyro is a device 

that measures the speed of rotation round the gyro axis. The earliest gyros were actual spinning gyroscopes 

which, when revolved sheer to their spin axis, will manufacture a force that will be measured. Today, Ring 

Laser Gyros and Fiber Optic Gyros area unit the most common kinds of high-end gyro [10]. At the low end, 

numerous styles of MEMS gyros exist. Since the resonant frequency is higher for smaller structures, it is 

actually attainable to attain larger sensitivity for smaller gyros [8]. In the period of inertial guidance, the gyros 

were used in an exceedingly feedback circuit with a motorized gimbal to stay the sensor in a desired orientation 

for the length of the mission. This is termed a stable platform INS. The accelerometer readings then 

corresponded to the acceleration of the vehicle in some helpful coordinate frame. This is the essential limitation 

of an inertial guidance system. The AIRS (Advanced Inertial Reference Sphere), which is used within the 

Minuteman III ballistic missile, has gyro drift rates of 1.5 × 10−5 degrees per hour [1]. However, it costs over a 

million bucks and takes a year to assemble. A typical INS used on a ship or in an aeroplane can have a drift rate 

of around 0.01 degrees per hour. Such a device will have a footing error drift of around 0.6 miles per hour [10]. 

The MEMS gyros used might be expected to own a drift of one to ten degrees per hour, and the position error 

drift over an hour is basically infinite. 
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Fig. 1. Top and bottom view of INS board. 

 

III. Circuit Design 
A printed circuit board was made-up victimization the categorical PCB service with a ground plane, 

separate power buses for analog and digital circuits, and plenty of decoupling capacitors. Figure 1 shows the 

images of the board. Overall, the noise reduction techniques practiced seem to have helped, given that the RMS 

noise on the analog line was deliberated at 8 mV at the ADC reference input, in contrast to the RMS noise on 

the digital line which was 50 mV. The gyro power lines had an Root Mean Square, RMS noise of 3mV. Clearly, 

the less noise the better, because, the smallest error accumulates over time. A serial interface chip is included on 

the board for computer communication, and four pins are reserved for information transfer to a different device. 

Three of the ADC channels area unit used for the measuring device axes, three for the gyro axes, and one for a 

gyro temperature output which is used to make amends for bias drift because of temperature. A 20 MHz crystal 

victimization the 4/3 on-chip PLL achieves a clock rate of 26.6 MHz. The total current draw at 9V for the circuit 

was found to be 0.1 A, which is wide, but might be reduced by around an element of 3 victimization shift and/or 

low-dropout regulators. 

 

IV. INS Code Results 
The INS was programmed to only output ˆa and ˆω. The serial output was recorded over a period of 20 

minutes whereas the INS was command stationary. Table 1 shows some representative statistics. The first factor 

to notice is that the accelerometers overall show associate degree output terribly near one g over the twenty 

minute amount, and that their null (i.e. the zero offset) drifts very little over time. The gyros, on the other hand, 

show an average angular speed of virtually 0.5 °/s, associate degreed drift almost a pair of degrees per second in 

an hour. This is what was expected. Figure 2 shows a plot of the 3 gyro signals averaged along associate 

degreed ironed with an 80-step slippery window average. The noise level closely matches the manufacturer 

specifications. The accelerometer noise was such that at 50 µg/√ cycle and the gyro noise was specified at 0.05 

°/s/√ Hz. 

 

Table 1.  Statistics from a 20-minute run. 
 aˆ ω ̂

Norm of the mean  0.9947 g 0.4662 °/s 

Norm of the std. dev. 2.3959 mg 0.4475 °/s 

Std. dev. / √ Hz 43.74 µg/√ Hz  0.07075 o/s/√ Hz 

Null Drift -2.8607 mg/hr 1.6347 °/s /hr 

 

Next, the measured acceleration was recorded over about a minute whereas the INS was stationary. 

Figure 3 shows the norm of the acceleration and every acceleration element over time. We see that, at least 

within the stationary case, we diverge nearly linearly at around ten mg/sec. The linearity is due to the very fact 

that the divergence is tiny, so the trigonometric function of the error is some linear. Since integral of the 

acceleration is velocity, it could be anticipated to swerve quadratically at a rate of 0.5 * 0.01 * 9.8 = 0.049m/s
2
. 

Indeed, as Figure 4 shows, this is approximately what happens. Lastly, Figure 5 shows the divergence of the 

position, which ought to diverge with the cube of time at the speed of 0.0163m/s
3
. Therefore, the divergence is 

quite a little faster than the INS that old 5 km in 5 minutes. On the other hand, that setup used a commercial 

integrated sensing element unit which can have had marginally higher performance. However, divergence after 

one second is solely around 0.17 m, and velocity error is around 0.3 m/s, which is abundant higher than the 

everyday error of a GPS unit. 



Design and Implementation of an Inertial Navigation Unit using MEMS sensors 

DOI: 10.9790/2834-1106030105                                            www.iosrjournals.org                                    3 | Page 

 
Fig. 2. A plot of the gyro drift over 20 minutes. 

 

 

 
Fig. 3. Plots of the acceleration (top) and each component (bottom) for a stationary INS 
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Fig. 4. Plots of the velocity (top) and each component (bottom) for a stationary INS 

 

 

 
Fig. 5. Plots of the distance (top) and each component (bottom) for a stationary INS 
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V. Conclusion 
A design has been conferred that will be accustomed live acceleration, velocity, and position over time 

scales of several seconds. An overall position error of 0.17 meters and speed error of 0.3 m/s will be expected 

once one second of operation. Some aspects of the calibration method to establish parameters for the sensors are 

delineated as a search of how to enhance the system’s accuracy. The calibration showed that neither temperature 

nor higher order terms nor cross axis terms area unit helpful in modeling the behavior of this explicit measuring 

device model, given the level of accuracy obtained from the digital to analog converter and also the remainder 

of the system.  
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